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Foreword

Welcome to The BUDYZ Guide to Pug Wellness.
At BUDYZ, we believe that our furry friends deserve the very
best care and this guide is a heartfelt tribute to that belief.
As passionate pug lovers and advocates for animal well-being,
we created this e-book to help you nurture a happy, healthy and
vibrant life for your pug.
Pugs are more than just pets—they are family members, loyal
companions and steadfast friends. Their unique charm, playful
spirit and loving nature deserve nothing less than the utmost
attention and care. Through this guide, we aim to provide you
with practical tips, expert advice and insights to support your
pug’'s well-being, from nutrition and exercise to grooming and
mental stimulation.
But this book is more than just a collection of tips. It's part of a
larger mission: building a community of BUDYZ who care about
their pets and each other. By joining us on this journey, you're
not only enhancing your pug’'s life but also supporting our
efforts to promote animal welfare through the BUDYZ
Foundation.
Thank you for being part of the BUDYZ community. Let's make
the world a better place for our pugs—one paw at a time.
With love and gratitude,

The BUDYZ Team % =



Hi, | am Bud!
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Introduction

Pugs are one of the most beloved dog breeds, known for their
adorable wrinkled faces, playful personalities and unwavering
loyalty.

However, caring for a pug comes with unique challenges,
particularly when it comes to health and wellness.

Pugs are prone to specific health issues due to their
brachycephalic (short-nosed) anatomy, making it crucial for
owners to understand how to keep them happy and healthy.
From diet and exercise to grooming and mental well-being, this
guide covers essential tips and practices for raising a well-
balanced pug.

This e-book, titled 'The BUDYZ Guide to Pug Wellness, is
designed to provide practical advice and comprehensive
insights into every aspect of pug care.

Whether you're a new pug parent or looking to enhance your
knowledge, this guide will help you ensure your pug’s quality of
life and longevity.

Let's embark on this journey to keep your pug thriving as a
beloved member of the BUDYZ community! “;



Chapter 1: Nutrition and Diet

A well-balanced diet is the foundation of your pug’s health and
happiness. Due to their unique physiology, pugs are prone to
obesity, which can lead to various health issues. Choosing the
right food and understanding portion control is crucial for
maintaining their well-being.

1.1 - Understanding a Pug’s Nutritional Needs

Pugs are small dogs with a relatively low energy requirement.
However, they have a hearty appetite and can easily overeat if
not monitored. A balanced diet for a pug should include high-
quality proteins, healthy fats and limited carbohydrates. Look
for foods formulated for small breeds and avoid fillers such as
corn and soy.

1.2 - Choosing the Right Dog Food: Dry, Wet or
Homemade?

e Dry Food: Convenient and promotes dental health but
should be low in fillers. Choose high-protein, grain-free
options.

« Wet Food: More palatable and hydrating but should not
contain artificial additives.

« Homemade Diet: Ideal if balanced correctly. Consult a vet
to ensure your recipes meet nutritional requirements.

1.3 - Some foods are toxic or harmful to pugs, including:
e Chocolate
e Grapes and raisins
e Onions and garlic
* Processed foods with artificial additives 00
e Foods high in sugar and fat Y
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1.4 - Portion Control and Feeding Schedules

Maintaining a regular feeding schedule helps prevent
overeating. Divide daily portions into two to four meals to
support metabolism and prevent weight gain. Use a measuring
cup to ensure consistency.

1.5 - Healthy Treats and Snacks
e Treats should not exceed 10% of your pug’s daily calorie
intake. Opt for:
o Carrot sticks
o Apple slices (without seeds)
o Small amounts of cooked, unseasoned chicken
o Commercial dog treats labeled as low-calorie

By prioritizing your pug’'s diet and nutrition, you ensure they
lead a long, healthy and happy life.

Next, we'll explore the importance of physical activity to keep
your pug in top shape.



Chapter 2: Exercise and Physical Activity

2.1 - Keeping Your Pug Active and Healthy

Exercise is vital for maintaining a pug’'s physical and mental
well-being. Due to their compact build and brachycephalic
nature, pugs require moderate, consistent physical activity to
stay fit and avoid obesity. Finding the right balance is crucial to
ensure their safety and health.

2.2 - The Importance of Regular Exercise for Pugs

Pugs are prone to weight gain, which can lead to health issues
such as joint pain and respiratory problems. Incorporating daily
exercise helps maintain muscle tone, supports cardiovascular
health and keeps your pug mentally stimulated. Aim for at least
20 to 30 minutes of moderate activity per day.

2.3 - Low-Impact Exercises to Keep Your Pug Active
Due to their short snouts and potential breathing difficulties,
it's essential to choose low-impact activities, such as:
e Short Walks: Keep walks brief (15-20 minutes) and monitor
your pug for signs of overheating.
e Indoor Play: Tug-of-war with a soft toy or gentle fetch
sessions in a cool environment.
 Obstacle Courses: Set up small agility challenges at home
to boost mental and physical activity.
« Swimming: If your pug enjoys water, supervised swimming
can be a great low-impact exercise.



2.4 - Avoiding Overexertion: How to Recognize Fatigue
Pugs can easily overheat, especially in warm weather. Look for
signs of exhaustion, including:

e Heavy panting or wheezing

e Sluggish movements or lying down abruptly

e Excessive drooling

e Discolored gums (bluish or pale)
If you notice these signs, immediately move your pug to a
cooler area and provide water.

2.5 - Indoor Activities for Rainy Days
Rainy or hot days can limit outdoor activity, but you can keep
your pug active indoors with:
e Interactive Toys: Puzzle feeders or treat-dispensing balls
e« Scent Games: Hide treats around the room for your pug to
find
e Short Training Sessions: Teach a new trick or reinforce
obedience skills

By incorporating safe, enjoyable activities into your pug’s daily
routine, you promote a healthy lifestyle while strengthening
your bond.

In the next chapter, we’'ll explore the essentials of grooming
and hygiene to keep your pug looking and feeling their best.



Chapter 3: Grooming and Hygiene

3.1 - Keeping Your Pug Fresh and Comfortable

Grooming is an essential part of maintaining your pug’s health
and happiness. Due to their unique physical characteristics,
such as wrinkled skin and short snouts, pugs require regular
grooming to prevent infections and discomfort.

3.2 - Caring for a Pug’'s Wrinkled Skin: Daily and Weekly

Routines
One of the most iconic features of pugs is their adorable
wrinkled face. However, these wrinkles can trap dirt, moisture
and bacteria, leading to skin fold dermatitis.
To keep your pug’s skin healthy:
e Daily Wipe-Down: Use a damp, clean cloth to gently wipe
between the folds, especially after meals or outdoor play.
e Weekly Deep Clean: Use a vet-approved pet wipe or mild,
fragrance-free baby wipe to thoroughly clean the folds.
e Drying Is Key: Always dry between the folds to prevent
bacterial growth and irritation.

3.3 - Bathing Tips: How Often and Which Products to Use
Pugs have sensitive skin, so it's crucial to use the right
products and avoid over-bathing:

 Frequency: Bathe your pug once every 3 to 4 weeks or as
needed if they get particularly dirty.

e Products: Use a mild, hypoallergenic dog shampoo
formulated for sensitive skin. Avoid human shampoos as
they can disrupt the skin’'s pH balance.

e Bathing Process: Rinse thoroughly to remove all shampoo,
as residue can cause irritation. Dry completely, especially
around the folds. Y '‘a
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3.4 - Nail Care: Keeping Your Pug’'s Paws Healthy
Neglecting nail care can lead to pain and difficulty walking:
e Frequency: Trim nails every 3 to 4 weeks or when you hear
them clicking on the floor.
e Tools: Use dog nail clippers, or a grinder, and be mindful of
the quick (the blood vessel inside the nail).
e Tips: If unsure, seek a professional groomer’s help to avoid
cutting too short.

3.5 - Ear and Eye Care: Preventing Infections
Pugs are prone to ear infections and eye problems due to their
facial structure:

e Ear Cleaning: Check ears weekly for signs of redness, odor
or discharge. Use a vet-approved ear cleaner and cotton
pads.

e Eye Cleaning: Pugs’ prominent eyes can easily get irritated
or infected. Gently wipe away debris with a soft, damp
cloth.

e Warning Signs: Redness, discharge or excessive tearing
may indicate an issue requiring veterinary attention.

By maintaining a consistent grooming routine, you ensure your
pug stays clean, comfortable and free from common skin and
hygiene problems.

Next, we’'ll discuss how to prevent and manage common health
Issues in pugs.



Chapter 4: Preventing Common Pug Health Issues

4.1 - Keeping Your Pug Healthy and Safe

Pugs are known for their lovable personalities and unique
appearance, but they are also prone to specific health
problems due to their brachycephalic anatomy and stocky
build. Being aware of these issues and taking preventive
measures can significantly improve your pug’s quality of life.

4.2 - Respiratory Health: Understanding Brachycephalic

Syndrome
Pugs have short snouts, which makes them prone to breathing
difficulties, especially in hot or humid conditions.
« Symptoms: Snorting, snoring, labored breathing and heat
intolerance.
 Prevention:
o Avoid strenuous activities during hot weather.
o Keep your pug in a cool, well-ventilated environment.
o Maintain a healthy weight to reduce pressure on the
respiratory system.
« Treatment: In severe cases, surgical intervention may be
necessary to widen the nostrils or shorten the soft palate.

4.3 - Obesity Prevention: Maintaining a Healthy Weight
Obesity is a common issue in pugs due to their love for food
and relatively low energy needs.
e Risks: Joint problems, respiratory issues and a shorter
lifespan.
e Prevention:
o Monitor food intake and avoid overfeeding.
o Provide regular, moderate exercise. 00

é
° ° ‘
o Choose low-calorie treats and control portions. s'.'
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4.4 - Eye Problems: Corneal Ulcers and Dry Eye Syndrome
Due to their protruding eyes, pugs are prone to corneal injuries
and eye infections.
« Symptoms: Redness, excessive tearing, squinting or
pawing at the eye.
e Prevention:
o Keep your pug’'s environment free of sharp or pointed
objects.
o Gently clean the eyes with a damp cloth to remove
debris.
o Regular vet check-ups to monitor eye health.
e Treatment: Immediate veterinary care if an ulcer is
suspected to prevent vision loss.

4.5 - Skin Fold Dermatitis: Cleaning and Maintenance
Pugs have deep skin folds that can trap moisture and bacteria,
leading to infections.
« Symptoms: Redness, foul odor or irritation between folds
e Prevention:
o Clean and dry folds regularly, especially after meals or
outdoor activities.
o Use gentle, dog-safe wipes and thoroughly dry the area.
e Treatment: Topical ointments or medicated wipes
prescribed by a vet.

By being proactive and vigilant, you can significantly reduce
the risk of these common health issues. Regular check-ups,
proper care and timely intervention are key to keeping your pug
healthy and comfortable.

Next, we'll explore the importance of mental wellness and
socialization. Y ‘2’
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Chapter 5: Mental Wellnhess and Socialization

5.1 - Nurturing Your Pug’'s Emotional Well-Being

Mental wellness is just as important as physical health when it
comes to raising a happy and balanced pug. Pugs are affectionate
and sociable dogs that thrive on human interaction and positive
stimulation. Ensuring their mental well-being involves creating an
engaging environment and fostering positive social habits.

5.2 - Creating a Stimulating Environment for Your Pug
Boredom can lead to behavioral issues in pugs.
To keep their minds active and happy:
e Interactive Toys: Use puzzle feeders or treat-dispensing balls
to challenge their problem-solving skills.
e Sensory Play: Introduce new scents and textures through safe,
dog-friendly toys and activities.
* Routine and Structure: Maintain a daily routine to help your
pug feel secure.

5.3 - The Importance of Socializing with Other Dogs
Socialization is crucial from an early age to ensure your pug
becomes a well-adjusted adult.
 Puppy Playdates: Arrange regular meetups with other well-
behaved dogs.
 Dog Parks: Choose quieter parks to avoid overwhelming your
pug.
e Positive Reinforcement: Reward calm, friendly behavior during
interactions.
e Caution: Supervise interactions to prevent rough play that
could lead to injuries.
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5.4 - Training Tips to Encourage Positive Behavior
Proper training not only builds trust but also nurtures a balanced
temperament.
e Short Positive Sessions: Pugs respond best to short, engaging
training sessions with plenty of rewards.
e Basic Commands: Teach essential commands like sit, stay and
come to build obedience.
e Leash Training: Practice walking calmly on a leash to reduce
pulling and lunging.
 Reward-Based Approach: Use treats and praise to reinforce
good behavior.

5.5 - Coping with Separation Anxiety
Pugs can become anxious when left alone, leading to barking or
destructive behavior.
e Gradual Alone Time: Start with short periods and gradually
increase the duration to build tolerance.
e Comfort Items: Leave a favorite toy or blanket to provide
comfort.
e Calming Techniques: Soft music or a recorded message can
soothe your pug when you're not around.
e Consistency: Maintain a routine that your pug can anticipate.

Focusing on your pug’'s mental wellness and social skills ensures
they remain happy, confident and well-adjusted members of your
family.

In the next chapter, we'll discuss how to care for senior pugs and
address age-related changes.
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Chapter 6: Senior Pug Care

6.1 - Supporting Your Aging Companion

As pugs grow older, their needs change significantly. Senior
pugs require extra care, attention and adjustments to their
routine to ensure they remain comfortable, happy and healthy
in their golden years.

6.2 - Recognizing the Signs of Aging
Understanding when your pug is entering their senior years is
key to adjusting their care.
Signs include:
 Slower movement or stiffness
e Cloudy eyes or changes in vision
e Hearing loss
e Changes in sleep patterns or appetite
e Increased anxiety or clinginess

6.3 - Adjusting Diet and Exercise for Older Pugs
Senior pugs benefit from tailored nutrition and gentle activity.
e Diet:
o Choose senior-specific dog food rich in joint-supporting
nutrients like glucosamine.
o Include omega-3 fatty acids to support brain and heart
health.
o Maintain a healthy weight to reduce strain on joints.
e Exercise:
o Keep activities low-impact but regular, such as short
walks or gentle indoor play.
o Monitor for signs of fatigue and avoid rough terrain or
high steps. :"‘ ‘A’
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6.4 - Health Screenings and Check-Ups: What to Expect
Regular vet visits are even more important in your pug's later
years.
e Frequency: Twice a year or as advised by your vet.
e Common Screenings:
o Blood tests to check organ function
o Dental exams and cleanings
o Arthritis assessments
o Monitoring for signs of cognitive decline

6.5 - Enhancing Comfort with Mobility Aids
As mobility declines, small adjustments can make a big
difference:
o Soft Bedding: Provide orthopedic dog beds to reduce joint
pressure.
e Ramps: Use ramps for access to couches or beds instead of
stairs.
e Non-Slip Mats: Place mats around the house to prevent
slips and falls.
« Warmth: Keep your pug warm with blankets or heated beds
during colder months.

Caring for a senior pug is a rewarding experience that
strengthens your bond and shows deep love and appreciation.
With the right care, your pug can enjoy their golden years in
comfort and dignity.

In the next chapter, we’'ll explore how to build a lasting and
meaningful bond with your pug.
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Chapter 7: Building a Bond

7.1 - Strengthening the Connection with Your Pug

A deep bond with your pug is built on trust, love and shared
experiences. As loyal and affectionate dogs, pugs thrive on
human companionship and attention.

Investing time and care into your relationship will lead to a
more harmonious and joyful life together.

7.2 - Understanding Your Pug’'s Unique Personality
Every pug has its own quirks and characteristics. Some may be
more playful, while others are mellow and calm. Pay attention
to your pug’'s preferences, routines and reactions to better
understand their emotional needs.
« Body Language: Learn to read your pug’s body language to
recognize excitement, stress or contentment.
« Communication: Respond to their vocalizations and cues to
foster mutual understanding.

7.3 - Activities to Strengthen Your Relationship
Shared activities can reinforce your bond and keep your pug
engaged:
e Daily Walks: Explore new routes and allow time for sniffing
and exploration.
e« Training Time: Practice commands together to build
confidence and communication.
 Play Sessions: Use interactive toys and games like hide-
and-seek to keep things fun.
 Quiet Time: Cuddle sessions and relaxed evenings together
strengthen your emotional connection. 00,
oy A
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7.4 - The Benefits of Positive Reinforcement Training
Positive reinforcement not only encourages good behavior but

also enhances the bond you share:
e Consistency: Be clear and consistent with cues and

expectations.
e Rewards: Use treats, toys and praise to celebrate desired

behavior.
e Trust Building: Your pug will learn to see you as a safe,

supportive figure.

By nurturing a strong emotional connection with your pug, you'll
create a fulfilling and enriching relationship that brings joy to both

of your lives.
In the conclusion, we’ll wrap up with final tips and encouragement

for your journey as a devoted companion.
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Conclusion

Caring for a pug is more than a responsibility—it's a
heartwarming journey filled with Ilove, Ilaughter and
companionship.

From maintaining a nutritious diet to offering mental
enrichment and understanding their unique health needs, each
step you take helps your pug thrive.

By following the tips and practices in this guide, you're giving
your pug the best chance at a long, joyful and healthy life. The
bond you share with your pug will grow deeper with time and
the memories you create together will be truly unforgettable.
Remember, you're never alone on this journey. Join the BUDYZ
community to connect with fellow pug lovers, exchange stories
and continue learning. Your pug’'s well-being is worth every
effort—and they’ll thank you every day with snuggles, tail wags
and unwavering loyalty.

Here's to a happy, healthy life for your pug and to you—an
extraordinary pawrent. =
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Thanks for your support.




